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SUMMARY 



The comprehensive community college or technical institute 
cannot be understood without a clear, factual, and unbiased 
understanding of its students. Planning for the future 
must take into account that the individuals who attend the 
community colleges and technical institutes differ widely 

adjustment, in beliefs, and in physical and 
mental health. It is not only important that the admini- 
stator, the instructor, and the community know that these 
variations do exist but they should have a knowledge of 
their magnitude and nature. 

The primary purpose of the study is to obtain a clearer 
understanding of the social and economic characteristics of 

re J? tivel y new approach to education, 
obtain this information a socio-economic data sheet was 
constructed and completed by 11,184 students enrolled in 
forty- two community colleges and technical institutes 
throughout a newly established comprehensive community 
college system. The data sheet was composed of factors 
related to student and family income, parents’ education, 
monetary assistance, employment status, sex, race, marital 
s . a 5 us Z, hig ? est Srade completed, high school curriculum, 

P i ans rela ^ i Y? t0 future education and employment, 
class attendance, and distance to class. ’ 

were utilized to make comparisons among program and 
curricuium areas and between the North Carolina student and 
in other ftates. Ir i addition to the comparisons, 
Tv! re c °!? stru ? ted for the typical North Carolina 
Aon? college transfer student, the technical stu- 

student - Other student profiles 
t u e ?tudy are ? agriculture, distribution, 

and^^industry health ’ home econom ics, office, and trades 

The results of the study indicate that the North Carolina 
community colleges and technical institutes are enrolling 
students from many social and economic backgrounds. One of 
th 6 most noticeable characteristics is the variation in aw. 
Students attending the institutions vary in age from 17 to 
™ T J°r./ e&r3 ' however > a majority of the studentsare22 
on! The college transfer and techni- 

cal students tend to be younger than the vocational students. 
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The data show that 92 percent of the students enrolled in 
the three credit programs have completed the twelfth grade 
or the GED, whereas 35 percent of their fathers and 46 per- 
cent of their mothers completed twelve /ears or the GED. 

Six percent of the students have already completed at least 
fourteen years of formal education but are working toward 
an associate degree or a vocational diploma. 

More than one half of the students noted that their parents’ 
income exceeded $5000 for the last twelve months, and about 
one sixth of the students indicated that either their income 
or their parents’ income exceeded $10,000. 

At the time the survey was completed 54 percent of the stu- 
dents were employed at least part-time. More than 40 per- 
cent of the students enrolled in the trades and industry 
curriculums indicated they were employed on a full-time 
basis. 

Even though the institutions in the Worth Carolina Community 
College System accept students without regard to race, the 
percentage of non-white students in the community colleges 
and technical institutes is approximately one-half that of 
the non- white population of Worth Carolina. There is a con- 
siderable variation in the ratio of whites to non-whites 
among program areas and curriculums. 

The overall male to female ratio of students in the North 
Carolina community colleges and technical institutes is 
2 to 1; however the percentage of males ranges from 100 in 
one institution to 2o in another. A similar variation 
exists within the occupational programs. 

More than ten percent of the students are ’’boarding” stu- 
dents, and more than one third of the students attend an 
institution located outside their home county. The number 
of ’’boarding” students varies from none in three institutions 
to almost one third of the student body in another insti- 
tution. Fourteen percent of the students travel over 25 
miles to class each day, although a majority of the students 
travel less than ten miles to class. 

Eighty-six percent of the college transfer students plan to 
work toward a four-year degree, compared to 27 percent and 
16 percent of the technical and vocational, respectively; 
the number of students who indicated that they plan to work 
toward a four-year degree is almost equal to the number of 
college transfer students. 

The potential value of the community college system to the 
state is evident in that approximately one third of the stu- 
dents indicated they would not have attended an educational 
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institution this year if the institutions they are attending 
had not existed and in that more than three fourth of the 
students plan to be employed in North Carolina. 

The data indicate that the community colleges and technical 
institutes, through the "Open Door” policy, have success- 
fully extended universal education beyond the high school, 
but certain factors should be strengthened if these insti- 
tutions are to provide a sound educative program for “all" 
the community. The results of the study indicate that there 
should be a determined effort to provide additional opportu- 
nities for the lower socio-economic groups, the female, the 
evening student, the non-white, and the “over 25" student. 
Social activities and the housing situation should be 
reviewed and adapted to the local situation. 

A more coordinated effort among the high schools, the commu- 
nity colleges and technical institutes, and the senior 
colleges is needed to provide a complete and appropriate 
educational program. 
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